
SOUTH PLAINFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
Committee of the Whole Meeting Agenda 

South Plainfield High School 

February 12, 2020 

6:00 p.m. 

 

 

 

South Plainfield Public Schools Mission Statement: 

Students are the focus of the South Plainfield Public Schools. We will provide a dynamic, rigorous, 

relevant and technology-enriched curriculum, guided by the New Jersey Student Learning Standards.  Our 

mission is to develop life-long learners who are prepared to succeed in a global and diverse society. We 

are resolved to educate the whole child, instilling the desire within our students to question and to become 

divergent thinkers who can achieve their fullest potential. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mr. Chapman called the meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 

 

II. SALUTE TO FLAG 

 

III. ROLL CALL 

 

Board Members Present: Mr. Both, Mrs. Boyle, Mr. Farinella, Mrs. Miller, Mr. Pennisi, 

Mr. Seesselberg, Mrs. Wolak, Mr. Cassio, Mr. Chapman 

 

Also Present: Dr. Noreen Lishak, Superintendent; Ms. Mary Malyska, 

Assistant Superintendent; Mr. Alex Benanti, Business 

Administrator/Board Secretary; Mr. Joseph Roselle, Legal 

Council 
 

IV. BOARD PRESIDENT   

 

In accordance with the terms of the Sunshine Law, adequate notice of this meeting was posted in 

all school buildings, the Administration Building, Borough Clerk's office, Police Headquarters, 

Public Library, four newspapers, and W.C.T.C. on January 9, 2020. 

 

 Please be advised: 

• There is no smoking on school grounds - inside or outside - at any time.  

• Please silence all electronic devices.   

• Pursuant to District Policy #0167, each statement made by a participant shall be limited 

to three minutes’ duration and no participant may speak more than once on the same 

topic. 

 

V. SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 

   

 Good News and Progress in Our Schools 

 

Dr. Lishak reported on the many things happening in the district, including:  STEAM Day at the 
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elementary schools, upcoming Career Day, 51st Annual Music Festival, and College Planning 

Night.  Grant School has been acknowledging their most improved students.  Franklin School’s 

PTO Gift Auction will be held on March 14th.  Roosevelt School is holding an author reading.  

The Harlem Wizards fundraiser will be held on March 21st.  Dr. Lishak congratulated winter track 

for winning the blue division championship and the competition cheer team for their first place 

win last week.  The wrestling team is competing in the semifinals this evening and the finals will 

be held on Friday at 6:00 p.m.  The individual portions of the season will begin in the High 

School on February 22nd at 10:00 a.m. 

 

Dr. Lishak announced that an important initiative was released from the Governor’s office 

yesterday regarding funding for mental health.  She said that our district takes mental health very 

seriously have dedicated funds in the budget to provide services to all of our district students 

dealing with mental health issues.  

  

VI. AGENDA ADDITIONS AND/OR DELETIONS 

 

Public Comments on Agenda Items Only 

 

VII. CURRICULUM/STUDENT ACTIVITIES 

 

 DISCUSSION 

 

VIII. PERSONNEL 

 

Motion by Member Mr. Both, seconded by Member Mrs. Miller, to accept the recommendation 

of the superintendent and adopt the following: 

 

RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

(NOTE: Approval of this resolution authorizes the superintendent to submit to the county 

superintendent applications for emergent hiring and the applicant’s attestation and proof that 

he/she has not been convicted of any disqualifying crime pursuant to the provisions of N.J.S.A. 

18A:6-7.1 et. seq., N.J.S.A. 18A:39-17 et. seq., or N.J.S.A. 18A:6-4.13 et. seq.  This includes 

background checks and fingerprinting for those employees listed below:  (All appointments are 

contingent upon receipt of proper teaching certification and the satisfaction of all requirements 

set forth in P.L. 2018, c.5. All salary placements are pending receipt of college transcripts 

verifying degree status and letter stating years of service in other districts, *denotes mentoring 

required.) 

 

A. Resignations, Retirements, Terminations 

RESOLVED, that the South Plainfield Board of Education approve the following: 

 

Code Name Action Position Location Date Eff. Discussion 

1. Gerlitz, Tracey Retire English Teacher Middle School 04/17/20  
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B. Adjustments, Stipends, Degree Changes 

 

Code Name Action Position 

Degree/Step/ 

No. of Hrs. 

Salary/ 

Stipend Location 

Date 

Effective 

Date 

Term. Discussion 

1. 

Colucci, 

Shannon Approve 

Interim Vice 

Principal N/A 

$200.00 

per day High School 02/10/20 05/08/20 

$200 per day stipend  in 

addition to current 
teachers salary for the 

position of Interim Vice 

Principal at the High 
School 

Acct#:11-000-240-103-01 

 

 MOTION:  Mr. Both  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 
IX. FINANCE 

 

1. Approval for Professional Development Expenditure 

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools that the Board of 

Education approve the following expenditures (registration, mileage, and conference fees), 

substitutes, and trips, which are compliant with State payment guidelines, employee job 

responsibilities and critical to the needs of the school district. 

 
 

Name of Workshop Dates Amount Person Attending 

1. WRS 4th Edition Institute 2/19-20/20 $507.84 

11-000-219-580-18 

Anne Holtz 

 
2. Approval to Submit Initial Educational Specifications and Schematics to the Department of 

Education, and Amendment to the LRFP for Three (3) Projects 

 

RESOLVED, upon recommendation of the Superintendent of Schools, that the Board of 

Education approve the initial Project submission of Educational Specifications & Schematics 

to the Department of Education and Amendment to the Long-Range Facility Plan, for the 

following three projects.  Funding for the Projects will be taken from the “Capital Reserve” 

and we will not be seeking State funding. 

 

a. Roof Replacement at Riley Elementary School 

b. Exit Sign & Emergency Light Repair & Upgrades at Roosevelt Elementary School 

c. Cafeteria Renovations at the South Plainfield High School 

 

DISCUSSION 

 

Mrs. Boyle asked for clarification of the amendments to the long-range facilities plan (item 2 on 

page 3).  Mr. Benanti said that it is to let the State know these are projects that we are looking to 

do but that does no lock us into doing the projects. 

 

Mrs. Miller asked for a description of the cafeteria renovation.  Dr. Lishak explained the changes 

would include removing a separating wall for a free-flowing layout and  replacing tiles and lighting. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Both   SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 
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X.     BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS 

 

XI. PRESENTATION OF COMMITTEE REPORTS 

  

 Buildings & Grounds 

 

Mr. Chapman reported that the committee discussed adding window film to cut down on the 

glare, painting at the Middle School, lockers replacement at the Middle School and High School, 

roof replacement at Riley School, and installation of a steel shed for Buildings and Grounds 

storage.  The committee also discussed the new signs for around town, windscreens at the softball 

field, refillable water stations, vape detectors and whether to hire student summer help.  

 

Mr. Chapman also reported that Mr. Wiggins made a statement to the committee that his workers 

are going above and beyond right now. 

 

 Curriculum 

 

Mr. Pennisi reported that the committee discussed the New Jersey newly adopted curriculum 

timeline, QSAC 2021, LGBTQ and disabilities alignment documents, academically enriched and 

honors criteria, new courses for the high school, teacher assignment distribution, professional 

development day presentation on student wellness and mindfulness, the status of the elementary 

report card Genesis implementation, NJSLA prep timeline, and test dates.  The committee also 

talked about allowing the students more time to speak to the panel members at career day.   

 

Mrs. Boyle asked if they could be told who applies for the grants so that they can get credit.  Mr. 

Pennisi said that he is going to acknowledge everyone at the public meeting.  Mrs. Boyle said that 

she would like to thank them for applying for the grants.   

 

Ms. Malyska said that the Municipal Alliance grant is run through South Plainfield.  They are 

gifting us a presentation that is valued at $1,000.00 and the district is paying the additional 

$200.00 for that.  She that is not something that someone applies for, we were gifted it. 

 

 Finance 

 

Mr. Cassio said that the items that Mr. Chapman discussed were cross-referenced in the Finance 

Committee.  In addition, they discussed the bills lists, the status of Aramark, and free and reduced 

lunch applications.  

 

 Shared Services 

 

Mr. Cassio reported that the committee discussed the paving project over at the PAL and Jost 

Field, DPW adding new stop signs near the schools, shared services for fuel, bullet resistant film 

for the windows, and installing additional cameras around Jost Field. 

 

 Special Education 

 

 Mr. Both reported that there was no meeting this month, but one will be set up for next month. 

 

 SEPAC Liaison  

 

Mr. Both reported that the next meeting will be March 12th which will include a doctor that 
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specializes in ADHD.  He also reported that there is a pancake fundraiser on March 29th at the 

Elks. 

 

 Legislative Liaison 

 

Mrs. Boyle reported that the Senate Labor Committee met and released three bills that are aimed 

at expanding apprenticeship opportunities for New Jersey residents and the teacher load 

redemption program. 

 

Mrs. Boyle reported that the Middlesex County School Boards team met with Senator Diegnan 

and spoke about the school funding formula, extraordinary special aid, and a parent advocate 

spoke about her concerns for state mandate policies that are affecting school districts in New 

Jersey. 

 

Mrs. Miller said that she had a legal updated that included discussion on loosening the 

certification requirements and requirements of lactation rooms. 

  

XII. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Glover, 1324 Jankowski Court, asked for additional information on the changes with 

curriculum on nutrition.  Ms. Malyska said that there was enough demand for that to go from a 

semester course to a full year course and that the curriculum has also been enhanced with the 

greenhouse at the high school. 

 

XIII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS 

 

Mrs. Boyle thanked the students who participated in the spelling bee and also thanked the 

Buchanan Family for providing chamber music at the spelling bee.  The top three students will 

move on to the college bee on February 23rd.  She announced that the Mayor’s Wellness Blood 

Drive, in conjunction with Tony Encinas, High School Student Council Advisor, went well.  She 

thanked the teachers, staff, students and Principal Diehl for being gracious for allowing the blood 

drive to take place.  Mrs. Boyle clarified that the blood drive is open to the public. 

 

Mr. Both said that the partnership with the library and the district is something that was truly 

needed in helping our students.  He reported that the Winter Special Olympic Team competed in 

their first snowshoeing competition and walked away with two silver medals.  He also reminded 

everyone that spring sports sign-ups are underway.  

 

Mr. Seesselberg congratulated the Robotics team on a very successful fundraiser at the Elks.  He 

said that was the best participation by any student group. 

 

Mr. Cassio thanked the National Honor Society students as well as other Middle School students 

and Mrs. Flannery for coming out to help serve breakfast to 120 seniors at the Senior Center.  Mr. 

Cassio said that he is also happy to hear that the vape detectors are very effective. 
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XIV. EXECUTIVE SESSION:   

 

RESOLVED, pursuant to the Open Public Meetings Act (N.J.S.A. 47-:1A-1 et. seq.)  that the 

Board meets in closed session at this time to discuss confidential matters pertaining to: (select one 

or more) 

 

1. a matter rendered confidential by federal or state law 

2. a matter in which release of information would impair the right to receive government funds 

3. material the disclosure of which constitutes an unwarranted invasion of individual privacy 

4. a collective bargaining agreement and/or negotiations related to it 

5. a matter involving the purchase, lease, or acquisition of real property with public funds 

6. protection of public safety and property and/or investigations of possible violations or 

violations of law 

7. pending or anticipated litigation or contract negotiation and/or matters of attorney-client 

privilege 

8. specific prospective or current employees unless all who could be adversely affected request 

an open session. 

9. deliberation after a public hearing that could result in a civil penalty or other loss 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the matters discussed in closed session shall be made public 

as soon as the need for confidentiality no longer exists. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Seesselberg  SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 

XV. AGENDA APPROVAL 

 

RESOLVED, that the agenda for the regular public meeting on February 19, 2020, as may have 

been modified, is hereby approved. 

 

MOTION:  Mr. Both   SECOND:  Mrs. Miller  VOTE:  9-0 

 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 

 

There being no further business of the Board, there was a unanimous voice vote to adjourn at  

7:59 p.m. 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

 Alex Benanti 

 Business Administrator/Board Secretary 

 


